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First and foremost, I must declare that the B Agric Sc degree I obtained from the Agriculture Faculty  in Universiti Malaya created a career and provided the  income for the rest  of my life. In retrospect,  I must thank the Federal Government for granting me and many other classmates from rural and under privileged families a scholarship to attend that course. I therefore firmly believe and support this affirmative action  to assist those in need to have a tertiary education for a better life.

With the conviction that those who have benefitted from the government grant must reconstitute and serve the nation,  I served a total of 23 years in the Department of Agriculture both in Kedah and Kelantan to work on improving the income of poor rice  farmers producing the staple food for all Malaysians. Rice is a peasant’s crop and therefore for those working in this crop will not get the same renumerations as compared to those who worked in plantations and other commercial sectors. Looking back, I have served as agriculture Officer in Kuala Muda District to provide agricultural extension service  and a stint as the Director of the Departmental Staff Training Institute in  Alor Setar. But the most significant contribution to rice cultivation is my involvement in the Agriculture Department team from 1980 to 2000 to establish a system of a commercial rice seed industry to replace the old system of farm saved seeds. The initial  5 Seed Centres established by DOA funded by the World Bank and the implementing the rice seed production and certification  scheme  were a major success. Rice farmers improved their yields and income by using certified seed of varieties bred and selected by MARDI. This led to the increase in the  national Rice self-sufficiency level significantly. Later, private rice seed companies took over to replace the government seed centres while the Agriculture Department served as the seed certification agency. My 15 year working in DOA Telok Chengai station on the development of certified rice seeds  for the farmers in the “Rice Bowl of Malysia” Kedah gave me the most satisfaction  as a rice agronomist. 

I had the opportunities to work with MARDI’s rice breeders, sent to Japan to learn the rice cultivation methods, and I have also met and worked with rice scientists from Japan who came to do rice research in Kedah. But, meeting with the late Prof Yuen Long-ping, the rice scientist from China who developed the hybrid rice that double the rice yield in China was the most memorable for a person like me who had work all my life on this crop. I have also worked in BERNAS’s farming Division to promote rice cultivation in Rompin, Pahang and in Gedong, Sarawak.  And after retirement, I together with my classmate, the late Hoo Chong Ee brought in the Clearfield Rice Production Technology, developed in Louisiana State University and distributed worldwide by BASF that eliminate spectacularly the weedy rice or “padi angin” problem  that had plagued the direct seeded rice crop and suppressed yield for a long time.

Besides work, my passion is in nature related activities such as bird watching, hiking and  travelling to see the world beyond our shore. For over 30 years I was a member of Malaysian Nature Society (MNS) whose mission is to promote the appreciation and the conservation Malaysian’s natural heritage. I am modestly proud that MNS Kedah branch of which I have been active since 1996 has managed to prevent the excessive logging in Ulu Muda Forests in the North-East Kedah which is the catchment forests that supply water for the double cropping of rice, for domestic  and industrial usage, and for the water required for the tourism industry in Penang and Langkawi. Logging is now less and a “Taman Negeri Ulu Muda” was established recently around Muda Dam. This State park if expanded to cover a wider area of the water catchment  forests will preserve the water needed for our future generations.

I  now live a peaceful and quiet life in Kolej Heights Utara near Jitra, 22 km away Alor Setar.
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